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PRE E mere ee er x hes in 

his converſation with the Jews of Ca- 
pernaum , recorded in the fixth ch apter of 
the Goſpel of St. John, did, or did not, al- 
lude to the Rite which he afterwards inſti- 
tuted at his laſt ſupper, i is a matter of very 
little, or no moment: but the doctrines re- 
lating to that rite, which are by loine « con- 
tended for as ſignified in, and authorized by 
this: diſc ourle, are of the amol! importance. 5 
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* a on nba Authority, Natu re, oY 

Defign of the Lord's Supper, which I ſub- 
mitted to che public ſome years ago, it was 
my profeſſed endeavour to aſcertain the 
meaning of every paſſage of the New Teſta- 
ment which has been ſuppoſed to relate to 
it, 


i 5 ＋ 4 . 
— \ f 6 + : £4 | . 
2 1 by \ £ * 
f 7 %. 4 


T- vi Th! : 
it, except this diſcourſe of Jeſus recorded 
by St. John. | The great un certainty, whe. 
ther Jeſus 4 PF in fact allude to that rite, in 
this very figurati ve diſcourſe, induced me to 
- think, that it might without i Oy * - 

left nine, 1 


„ 


7 5 a c Gannon, beowinke; PEE been im- 


 mediately objected to, Ian after pub- | 


to this diſcourſe, as appeared to me Ry 
2 fill appear to me no, to ſhew, that its 
ſuppoſed alluſion to the Lord's ſupper is ib 
far from being certain, ay to render it un- 
5 varrantable to found any doctrine what 
r, relating to the nature . effects 
war n c 
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Bot ee W unt it this 
| diſcourſe of our Lord does relate to that 
rite; but that jt ne, rite to have ſuch 

3 | ſpecial | 


0 . vi J 5 
ſpecial benefit annexed to the performance | 
of it, as appear to me utterly incompatible, 1 


as well with the conditions of pardon. which 
the goſ pel reveals, as the moral doctrines it 


contains; in order to bring this important 


point to a ſhort iſſue, it is the object of the 
preſent Enquiry to determine Whether 
(putting the ſuppoſition that Jeſus did al- 
lude i in this diſcourſe to the rite in queſtion) 
it is even poſlible that he could mean, by 
any part of what he ſaid, to attribute to it, 
i ne M0 ſuch benefits : as are nde for, 
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annexed 10. or ; conſequent u upon it. (cl 


ED The following cons Jos een an ad- 
dition to Number 6, of the Appendix, in the 
2d edition of the treatiſe above mentioned: 
but they likewiſe form a Supplement to the 
| treatiſe, and are therefore printed under that 
title, i in order to be added to it. 
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nurse, 


A. ATTEMPT, Ve. 


IE Abdi g objekt of Jeſu us eben 


though they ſaw the miracles the worked, 
and to excite them to believe in him as ſent | 
from God. After having taken occaſion 
from the miracle he had worked the tay. 
| before, in feeding about five thouſand 


ſons from five barley loaves and to ſmall. | 
fiſhes, to exhort them to labour principally for 
ever laſting | 


Le, | 


that meat which would endure u t 
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his diſcourſe related in the ſixth chapter 
of the Goſpel of St. John, it is manifeſt; was 
to rebuke the Jews for not belieying in him, 
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bread. From heaven, but my Father gi 
_ the true, ice, the molt excellent bread, really 
from. heaven, Tur the bread of God ts he 
(or, Hal) which really cometh down from 
 heauen, and geweth lyſt eternal to Vie world. 
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hife, which the Sonof Man, whom. God the Father 
had ſealed, would give unto them ; in re- 
tyrn to the queſtion which they immediately 
put to him, What ſhall we do, that we may 
work the works of God 2 >. Jeſus anſwered, 
Thas is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath ſent.* When they replied, 


What fign ſheweſt thou then, that we may ſee 


and believe tee? What doft thou work ? Our 


fathers did eat manna, in the deſart, as it is 


written, He gave them bread from heaven, to 


eat A==plainly fignifying, that in their opi- 


nion, this was a greater miracle than that 
which he had worked the day before; Je- 


tus, according to his ufual praftice of con- 


verting to his own purpoſe whatever inci- 


dents aroſe, immediately applied the figure 
| ot bread to himſelf, by replying, Veraly, ve- 


rich L. undo you, Moſes gave yu vb that 
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SUPPLEMENT, ta; "I 


* Upon aheir deſiring him evermore. to giue 
them this bread, he replied ſtill more expli- 
citly, J am the bread of life eternal; he that 
cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he that 
 believeth on me ſhall never thirft*, By which 
he metaphorically. fignified, agreeably to 
_ what he had ſaid juſt before, that by coming 
to ham, they might partake of that bread. of 
God, which he declared himſelf to be; and 
that behef in him, as ſent from God, would 
be the means of fully ſatisfying all their- 
wants (metaphorically ſignified by allaying 
oth their hunger and their thirſt) by pro- 
curing for them eternal life. 
Jeſus then immediately reverted to ai 
Auel for which he had rebuked them at 
the beginning. But I ſaid unto you, thut ye 
alſo have ſeen me, and yet believe not. And 
then repeatedly declaring, h that it would be 
the peculiar object of his care to fulfill the 
will of the Father, by receiving, and railing _ 


up at the laſt day, all thoſe who in conſe- 


quence of that Diſpenſation whick. the Fa- 
ther hed ſent him down from heaven to eſta- 
Ag * liſh, 


** 


* 


E A : 
7 2 — - — a 
; , F > oy es : 3 4 


| fGoſp. John vi. 34, 35-—8 ver. 36,—bver. 37, 38, 39 · 
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had oY owl give nts. png © — 
turn to the queſtion which they immediately 
put to him, What ſhall we do, that we may 
work the works of God 2 Jeſus anſwered, | 
Nis is the work f God, that ye Believe on him 
whom he hath ſend.* When they replied, 
Mat fign ſheweſt, thau then, that we may ſee 
and believe thee ? What doft thou work Our 
fathers did eat manna, in the deſart, as it is 
written, He gave them bread from heaven, to 
eat A=uplainly ſignifying, that in their opi- 
nion, this was a greater miraele than that 
which he had 80 che 5 before ; 2 


bo 1 een you, Moſes gave gun; nl thet 
| bread from heaven, but my. Father giveth ren 
te trie, ice, the moſt excellent bread, 1 
from. heaven, Tur the bread of God 16 te 
(or, thai) winch really 5 
Ae eee ws monde | 
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be ples th $gnified, „ to 
vhat he had ſaid juſt before, that by coming 

10 ham, they might partake of that bread. of 
God, which he declared himſelf to be; and 
5 belegf 1 in ham, as ſent from God, would 
be the mean of fully ſatisfying all their 
wants ; (metaphorically ſignified by allaying 

oth-their hunger and their m_— i _ 
curing for then eternal T. 


will of the Father, . receiving, Lend md £ 
uß at the laſt day, all thoſe who in conlſe- 

quence of that Diſpenſation whick. the Fa- 

ther kad ſent him down from heaven to eſta-_ 
i A 2 . liſh, 
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him; be added, gill more e fully, A PRE 
rs ah Son, and believeth on 11 os 985 


have everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him ab 


te laſt day. As if he had ſaid; The very 
end for which T am ſent into the w 


YTid is, 
6%“ that all Who ſee the miracles which Xt. 


_ * work, may be fully convinced that I am 


ſent from God; and through their belief 


in me, thus eſtabliſhed, may entitle them- 


« ſelves to that eternal life, which I am come 
purpoſely to offer to mankind : and wρ¼- 


% ever ſhall thus entitle himſelf to Sternal 


* life, I will certainly raiſe; up at the laſt day.” 
Die Jews: now murmuring at him, becauſe. 
he ſaid, Iam the bread which came down from 
heaven *; and expreſſing their very natural 
perſuaßon, chat as his earthly extraction was 


well known, it was impoſſible he could have 


come down from heaven; he firſt obſerved 


— 
1 


to them, that nothing leſs than ſome ſuper- 


natural proofs and motives, afforded them 


85 the ins OTA? of * Father, 
would 
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1 Goſp. John vi. go.—# ver. 41.—) ver. 424. 


SUPPLEMENT. N 


eln at chat time induce them to believe 5 


in him; but that as many as paid a ſerious 
and due regard to his words, and his 8 
would notwithſtanding attach themſelves to 
him, and he would raiſe them up at the loſt 
dae. And then, in order ſtill more to excite 
their attention, he em phatically declared, 
Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, he tſiat belicveth 
on me hath everlaſting I life: or, fully to ex- 
preſs his meaning, He that believeth in 
- © me will, in conſequence of chat de 
© obtain eternal life, under the conditions of 
that revelation which I ſhall make Enown 
© c0mankidg.*;.- i; - 
- Immediately after this (omega again 10 
al figure which he had at firſt been led to 
make uſe of, in conſequence of the objection 
urged by the Jews againſt him, That Moſes - 
had fedtheir fathers with bread from heaven, ) ) 
he repeated to them his former declaration, 
J am the bread of life: » i. e. The terms of 


that redemption, which I am come to ac- - 


* compliſh and make known to the world, 
60 will confer upon you the means of obtain- | 
| 66 ing 
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» Goſp. John vi. 43—46,— ver. 47.—0 ver, 35.—? ver. 48. 
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6 (SUPPLEMENT. 


e ing eternal liſe.— And inks Fa __ 
gory, he proceeded, - Your fathers did in- 
deed eat manna, the bread you ſpeak of, in 
the wilderneſs, and are dead ; i. e. dead, with - 
out acquiring from that manna any hope of 
being ever raiſed again to life. This, the 
| bread I ſpeak of, 45 the bread which. co 
. down from heaven, that a man may eat thereef, 
and not die. That is, when diveſted of the 
figure, My goſpel is an immediate reve- 
lation from God; and I am pur oſely ſent 
* to reveal it, that mankind, in conſequence 
* of their belief in me, 4 may obtain the 
A blefling of not remaining for ever dead, 
© but be raiſed again, after death, to ever- 
« laſting life.” I am the living bread which 
came (or, 15 come) down from heaven : i. e. 
By means of thoſe terms of ſalvation, 
« which I am come from heaveñ pu 
* to reveal, I am a kind of living bread:“ 
any man eat of this bread, he Mall live for 


£3 aver « i. e. if any man believes in me; 


« and if, (as is always to be underſtood) 
6 x conſequence of this belief, he acts in 
3 that 
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« that manner which my . goſpel will 
% quire; though he firſt die, yet ſhall he be 
01 raiſed again to everlaſting Re... 
Thus far our Lord's allufions appear to 
have referred to his goſpel, and the — 
ject of his divine miſſion in general: ; but 
now, from this period of the converſation, 
his thoughts ſeem to have become pointed to 
his death, and the immediate purpoſe for 
which he was to ſuffer death, in particular: 
for having ſaid, if any mum eat of thas bread, 
be. fall live for ever; he directly added, and 
the bread whzeh I wall give ts me fleſh, which 1 
wa een the life of te word i. e. in 
ds, „And (io uſe the figure f 
bread in a fill more parti ular ſenſe) the 
*© bread which I wilt give ia my body: 1 
« which I will give, by voluntarily permitt- | 
© ing myſelf to be put to death upon the 
e 'crofs, in order to obtain for mankind the 
© remiſſion of fins, and the conſequent giſt 
ol eternal life,” 


rer this very _ declaration, 
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| e faying, How can this man give us 


his fleſh to eat ? And this mention, by them, 


of eating his fle 72 carrying on the thoughts 


of Jeſus (if they were in reality ſo carried on) 
from his death itſelf, and the ſpecial purpoſe 


for which he was to ſuffer death, tothat par- 
ticular rite, which it was a part of his plan 
5 4 0 as a eee commemoration 


"6+ 


| procure. * e e of boss the: . 
_ ately. replied, Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, 
except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and 


. drink his blood, ye have no life in 90%." While 
his thoughts dwelt; as it ſhould- ſeem, upon 


his death alone, he ſpoke only of giving them : 
Fus fleſh; ; viz, by voluntarily ſurrendering 


his body to be putto death upon the croſs : 


but now, carrying his thoughts on (if in fact 
he did fo carry them on) to that particular 


rite which he purpoſed to inſtitute, as an ap- 
pointed memorial of his death, he ſpoke 
not only as before, of merely giving them 


| Ms «fea but * * as: fe e and 
| tas 


A iS 
6.4 
- % 


10s, not-untaturally, | ö dw among ; 


— 


bir Kod to t te nk \ As if be bad . aid 2 90 
fing chat he really ſpoke of the rite in quel. 
10n n) Mou imagine 1 meant, by what 1 I 
t now lad, chat 1 wut e., you my. ; „ 
7 Lene e- eee mitder e im- 
« Ina give voir b both; my gelle to eat, and ; 
„* my blood to drink. For all, 
'A com to believe in me, will be required to 
bread called my N ſe to drink: 47 
« wine called my blood 
q e ſhall-inſtitute ſor a a per] 
ration ob my ee caſlering dah | 
* to proeure for mankind the remiſſion up 
=. ſin; and eternal life. And unleſs you 
* come to believe in me, and 3 25 2; 
bly to your b ee the com 
bf which, that 


Y by eating is; "called: my body, end 
« drinking wine called my blood, will be 
one: you cannot —_— yourſelves to cter-. 
-M An life A bat 3 
10 e has) "oy lad now ſaid: il 
more ſtrongly, Jeſus went on, Whoſo eatetſi 
_ £6. drinketh my. blood, hath eternal 
. tife, 


26 * 2 4 
* 4 * * 2 
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— rai kw up ut the By =! 
This ns A ee 16 to. Nee 
en wil of him that ſent ne, 1 
whach, ſeethithe Son, and believet on im, may 
have crerlaſting life ; and will raife him up 
at the 4ſt day.. Jeſus having thus, in verſe 
: 40, promiſed reſurr C tion to eternal life, to pe. 
| whaſo feet tie Son, and believeiſ on um; and 
now, in verſe 54, repeating! the! ſame pro- 
miſe to whoſo cal has fleſh; and drinketk his 
: Load and it eir 9 indiſputably c THR! 
3 the fundarencal dofrines ofthe ge: | 
cating him), and drinking wine, waders we 


foe oe. ts 1 religious duties” 
and repentance of our: fins; hig meaning 
Inverſe 54 (if he really did refer in it to the 
rite he inſtituted at his laſt ſupper) can be 
minen then this: 1465 ane ge come 


FR : * cr lan vi. ver e = 30 
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* bread called my body, and drinking wine 
© called my blood, in a rite which I ſhall 
i ere all wy i diſciples: to celebrate, in 
„ commemoration: of my voluntary death 
2 upon the end for the remiſſion of ſins) 


* and, as is always to be underſtood, ſhall 


y the precepts of my goſpel; 


properly Obe 


6s « life, and will raiſe bim up at the laſt day.” 


fad a bee he really ſpoke: of the rite 
in queſtion) For in that rite which I ſhall 


require all believers in me to celebrate, 
they will eat real, or proper food, under 
1 the name of my body; and drink real, or 

per NO _— the name of my | 


© 
1000. 99255 


ps . Lord vent on, He thee eateth my. 
fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, 


and i in him v. To aſcertain the meaning of 
5 the ee . in me, and I in him, 
* : the 


— 


8 ts 1 . - 
- 993 — 1 — R 


* Goſp. 5 vi. 2 Ver. 56. 


race the faith in me, and AY | 
« Key it; (which he muſt do by eating 


ill, by ſo doing; intitle himſelf to eternal 


eny-blood i drink indecd*, As if be had 


——— — — 
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the proper method muſt be, to ſee in whit 
. St. „Ihn relates Jeſus to have uſed 
them in other inſtances, as well as in what 
ſenſe St. John himſelf uſed them; ſince he 
would certainly uſe them, if at all, in the 
ſame ſenſe with that in which: ane acqu 
us Jeſus af dich e e een 
What our Lord meant + by theſe amt 
PO ws which he repeatedly made uſe of in 
his laſt diſcourſe with the twelve, almoſt im- 
mediately before. he was betrayed, is ex- 
tremely clear. After having faid, I am, the 
true vine, Gc. he added, Abide in me, and I 
n you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
 2tſelf, except it abide in the vine, no more can 


54 Jt 3 kat 5 to — in this; ant 
every other paſſage where theſe expreſſions occur, throughout 
the Goſpel and Epiſtles of St. John (where only they ever do 
occur) the Apoſtle's own word, which is here and often tran- | 
_ Dated dwwellerh, but often likewiſe abideth, continneth, and remain- 
erb, is invariably the ſame ; and as its obvious and direct mean- 
. Ing is, contizueth, or remaineth, not dwelleth ; it would have been 
more proper to have tranſlated it in the paſſage before us, as 
well as in every other of a ſimilar nature, uniformly, by one of 
theſe terms, inſtead of the term dvellerh. In the Goſ pel of 
St. John, i. 38, 39, it is properly anos 360 the term dwell, 
or abide. 


- 
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e except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
- are the branches. © He that abideth'in me; and 
Jin him, the ſame bringeth forth» muck fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing.. Ia man 
abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, 
and is withered, &c*. The union, or con- 
'neRtion between God, or Chriſt; and Chri- 
ſtians in general, cannot poſſibly be, in any 
reſpect whatever, more cloſe, important, or 
beneficial; than that between Chriſt-and the 
= 'welve, whom he ſelected, and in an eſpe- 
cial manner qualified, to preach his goſpel. 
And han. it is evident, that by: their con- 
tinuing in im, Jeſus meant, their continu- 
ing united to him by a ſincere profeſſion of 
the faith in him, and a ſuitable obedience to 
the precepts of his goſpel; as well as, per-, 
haps, by the diſcharge of the particular dus 
ties of their apoſtolical office; and by his 
continuing in them, his continuing united to 
them, as their lord and maſter, and affording 
them all ſuch inſtructions, and ſpiritual aſ- 
ſiſtances, as he ſhould lee fit to conſer _ 


them, 
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ans um, and he in Oda. 
mie that dwellein 1 6B Ae wie 
God in him. yn {a fs tne aver, 
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remain in n hon, be ＋ continue 75 the 


1 + ory ver. 16.—f Thid, iv. ver. 12.—5 Ibid. ii. 5.— 
» mid. fü. 4. 1 


bur dating: his geld, 
ml EE Yis blood, in © de 


and Seeg the blood of Chriſt , We ie ſhall al, 
or. be, in God, and in Chriſt: and haue God. 
and Chriſt dwelling, or bein ＋ in us. Ea f; 


| 16 
„ 


„ St ah the 70 
dee poll ges of St. Zehn. ig 
Jeſus, e Po denominated hinnſelf the. R 1 


end by: diſciples the deen x Sf FOR 
ee e duelleth 5 in Am, (Cod). = 
8 and hereby we know that he 
ahbideth in us, by the: Shtrit ruin he hath: given 
1 And again, Hereby: we - know , that we 
dwell in him, (God), and he; (God) in u, be- 
Cat. 2e hath given us of Liege That is, 
in each of theſe paſſages, © Our having that 
« « diſpof ion, or ſpirit, which not only in- 
: ©: ies. but enables us actually ta keep the 
* comm ents of God; Or, | 
1 « ing poſſeſſed of hoy ina 
c the Spirit; (if 1 The t was 
- 6. is a proof; that we are — t0 0 vod, and 
* have God united to us, as bis true ſer- 
« yants; and that we enjoy whatever ſpiri- 
. tual gifts, 'or aaa Den be 


yn . = 898 1 a 
- ſtow upon us. , 
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Agens St. John ſays, J that whichge have 


heard from the beginning ſhall remain in-you, 
ye alſo ſhall continue in the: Son, and in tie 


© Father"; That is, If you keep up a proper | 


attention to thoſe grounds and reafpns of 
«your faith in Chriſt, and thoſe precepts of 
the goſpel, which were originally preached 
«to you; you will ' adhere to the faith in 
_ « him, and fulfill his commandments; and 
* {ſo continue united to en W wue 
* ſervants.” 
Again, Whoſoever ball conſe 94 that Ffus 
E-3 Nen Son e God, God dwelleth in him, and 
ne in Cod a: That is, Whoſoever ſhall ſin- 
15 cerely proſeſs the faith in Chriſt, as the 
„ Meſſiah, or Son of God; and, as is al- 
« ways ta be underſtood, ſhall,  agreeably to 
his faith obey the precepts of the goſpel; 
Will have God united to him, and be him- 
ſelf united to God, as a true e ſervant of 
10 God. Pts ne $0Y- . 8 e | 
5 Again, Cad i leg e eee in 
hai ve, dwelleth in God, and God in him"; that 
PER ren Be, + C: e 
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64 ve PoE 2 Wee; 
« and whoever diſcharges all the Antes 
bene volence is united to God, and has 
6d united to him, as a true ſervant of 
ag: |: Noor 7. 
Again, Hue mn vile; Cod duelle 
in us, aud his love is perfebled in us And fo 
likewiſe, Whofo keepeth his word, in him verily © 
i the-love- , God perfelted; hereby rue ino 
that we are in him»: chat is, © By fulfilling 
the duties of benevolence,” (in-the firſt of 
theſe Paffages) and * *by keeping the 'com- 
* mandments of God d, (in the ſecond) © we 
0 Know, that we prove ourſelves aQtuated 
* by the true, and perlect love of God; ; and 
«that we are, or continue, in union With 
% God, or united to him, and: have Cod 
* united to us, as his true ſervants. . 
On another ocenſion St. John ſays, Who- 
e tranſgreſſetnñ, and abideth not'in'the dot. 
trine of Chriſt, hath not Go od he that abideth 
in the doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Fa- 
4 ther, and the Son d. bod is manifeſt, that here 
_ 
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n in the dofrine of Chrift is equiyalent ; 
to whatin the other paſlages,; is termed, abid- 
ing, or being, in Chriſt; and that, having the 
Father, and the Son, is equivalent to the Fa- 
ther's and the Son's abiding i in us : that is, our 
being united to, or in union or agreement 
with, Both; with the Father as his true fer- 
vants, and with the Son as his true diſciples. 

From the ſenſe in which we have. now 
Cod theſe expreſſions made uſe of both by 
Jeſus and St. John, it appears, that when 
Jeſus ſaid, in the paſſage under conſidera- 
tion, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh 1 my 
Wood, dwelleth (continueth) in me, and Im 
kim* ; his meaning in theſe laſt expreſſions 


Vas, He that cateth my fleſh, and drinketh my 


Blood, * is united to me, as my true diſciple; | 
« and I am united to him, as his Lord and 
r; and conſequently, (though tl that 
is not ae he will be made a par- 
taker of all ſuch benefits as 1 ſhall confer 
upon my true diſciples. F007 EE 

But to determine the complete meaning 
of ü the pallage, the moſt important point 


C2 remains 
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remains till to be Gcided: : and that is— 
Whether the privilege of being thus united 
to God and Chriſt, and having God and 
Chrift thus united to us, is here intentionally 
| declared by Jeſus to be the conſequence of 
Eating his fleſh, and drinking his blood, in 
celebrating the rite he inſtituted at his laſt 
ſupper; as a benefit, directly, or poſitively, 
annexed to, and made conſequent upon, the 
performance of that rite? (admitting the 
Tuppoſition, that in this paſſage Jeſus ſpoke 
of that rite ;)—or, Whether our perform 
ance of all the duties of our Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion is not here tacitly ſuppoſed, and 
_ Intentjonally implied, as being abſolutely _ 
and fundamentally neceſſary, on its own 
proper account, to produce our union here 
2 ſpoken of with God and Chriſt, and that of 
God and Chriſt with us; ſo that this union 
cannot be directly or poſitively annexed to, 
or made conſequent upon, the performance 
of that rite ?—And this important point 


may be determined, as well by attending to 


Tome of thoſe paſſages of St. John, Which 


have n OT.” our Ras cam as to 
agent RK 8 oa | * St K eee What 
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what was: aid by: Jobs! himſelf, on this 


: hon. + 0 
4 uſt as' Jeſus ald. He that ontith my fleſh, 

d drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in am; ſo St. John ſays, Whoever ſhall con- 
feſs that Jeſus is the Son-of God, Cod dwelleth 
in ham, and he in God . But that belief in 
Chriſt, even when moſt -properly profeſſed, | 
by eating his fleſh; and drinking his blood, in 
| celebrating the rite he inſtituted at his laſt | 

ſupper, is not ſufficient. to produce this 
union between God, or Chriſt, and us; and 
| that; on the contrary, it muſt be accompa- 
nied with obedience to all the moral duties 
enjoined in the goſpel, to enable it to ob- 
tain that end, St. John himſelf has expreſs- 
ly tau ght us. HMaſoever, ſaith this very 
Apoſtle, abidleth in him(Chriſt). franeth hot-: 
whoſoever finneth hath not ſeen him, nor known _ 
Aim and certainly therefore cannot -be 
united to, or in union with, Chriſt ; or have 
Chriſt united to, or in union with, him. 
Again St. John ſays,  Whoſoever doth- 2 
Wea -5g 25 not 9380 Cod, neither he that 
 lovet 
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Le not A - 6M "Ha that 
committetu fin is of the Devil“. And cer- 
1 0 neither he who ig not of God, nor he 


who 45 of the Devil, can poſſibly be united 


to, or in union with, God; or have God 
| united to, or in union with, him. 


In another of theſe paſſages St. John ys, 
Cod is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dull 
ell in God, and God in him 1. And again, - 
16 love one another, God duellth in us, and 


tas love is perſelted in us. And here it is 
ſelfl evident that though our love of each 
other is the only qualification mentioned; 

our direct and proper love of God, (the ſub- 
zelt of the firſt and great commandment) i in 
addition to that of each other, is tacitly ſup- 


poſed; and intentionally implied, as necef- > 


 fary to conſtitute our union with God, and 
that of God with us; and to render our 
love of God perſect. 

S0 likewiſe when St. John ſays, 77 that 


which ye have heard from the beginning ſhall 


Temas ha 2 * . As continue mn ne 
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Sym, e in the: Father* it is i he 
did not mean, that their retaining the know - 
ledge of what they had originally heard the 
Apoſtles | preach; would cauſe them to be 
united to, or in union with; the Son and 

the Father; but that he likewiſe ſuppoſed 


regulated, as it ought to be, by their know. 
ledge; and that they not only believed the 
Golpel, but obeyed i its precepts. . . 8 
lt is maniſeſt, that though in each of theſe 
paſſages St. John actually mentions the per- 
formance of only one ar, or one 
branch of our Chriſtian duties, as a prock 
or eauſe, of our being in union with, or 
united to, the Father and the Son, and they, 
to us q yet our performance: of all our Chriſ- 
tian duties is at the ſame time ſuppoſed; 
the ſingle particular, or branch, mentioned 
is really and intentionally put for the wane, 
and all the reſt are actually implied. 
And from this method of pred 1 

meaning, ſo ONE uſed Dy St. John, we 
cannot 


ice; as well as their faith, to bBe· 
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cannot remain a ir debt Sous tie true mean 
Ang of any declaration of Jeſus, in which St. 
John informs us he expreſſed himſelf, as in 
the inſtance under EMT N in at : 
the fame manner. 9 1 
Wen St. John fu, Whoſiirier-fhall ROY 
feſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, Gad-dwelleth | 
in ham, and he in God; ve are abſolutely 
ſure that the Apoſtle mean , not merely 
what he actually expreſſes, 1 Thoſdever Jhall 
- confeſs that Jeſus is the Son' of God ; but, 
.« Whoſoever ſhall not only confeſs the 
faith in Jeſus but ſhall likewiſe regulate 
his actions, as he ought, by the precepts 
4 ol the goſpel: of Jeſus;“ without obe 
dience to which, St. John has expreſsly 
. Taught.us, no one can be united to God. 
And juſt ſo, when the ſame Apoſtle in- 
as us, that Jeſus. ſaid, in the ſelfeſame 
matner, He that catethᷣ my fleſh, and 3 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him; we 
muſt be certain, that he in like manner 
meant, (ſuppoſing he really ſpoke of the rite 


be inſtituted at his laſt ſupper) not merely 
bs © whoever ſhould celebrate that rite;“ as if 


that rite would have the benefit mentioned 
de poli- 
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upon the performance of it; how properly 
ſoever performed ; but, Whoever ſhould 
not only profeſs the faith in him by cele- 
« brating that rite, in obedience to his poſi- 
tive command; but ſhould likewiſe regu- 
late his whole conduct by the precepts of 
that faith which he thus profeſſed; and 
without which regulation of his conduct, 
both Jeſus and St. John have over and over 
| taught us, that no believer; how often ſoever f 
he may eat the fleſh, and drink the blood of 
Chriſt, in performing the rite in queſtion; : 
can dwell in, i. e. be united to Chriſt, or 
God; or have God, or Chriſt, dvelling in, 
1. e. united to him. 
In fact, theſe two declarations, the one toy 
Joſs: the other by St. John, are not only 15 
ſimilar, but equivalent to each other, and 
mean juſt the ſame thing: viz. That who- 
ever ever heal properly profeſs the faith; and, 
(as is in every inſtance to be underſtood) 
| ſhould regulate his conduct by the precepts 
of the goſpel; would be united to God, and 
to Jeſus, as the true diſciple of Jeſus ; and 
| have God and Jelus ſo united to him. The 
555 „ only | 
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tively annexed to, or made conſequent * 
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» | SUPPLEMENT. 90 
only difference between them is, that John | 
ſpeaks of profeſſing the faith in ſimple and 


plain terms; but Jeſus deſeribes it znigma- 
tically, by alluding to the performance of a 
rite, (if he really did allude to that rite). 


which he had not then inſtituted, but which 
he was certainly to inſtitute, for the pur- 

- poſe, among others, of a ne, * 
pointed b! of profeſſing the faith. 


But in addition to this elucidation of our 


Saviour meanin g, deduced from the ſimilar 


and equivalent declaration'of St. John; what 
Jeſus himſelf ſaid upon this very occaſion, 
if properly attended to, will place his own 
meaning, in the pans? in . e 
all doubt. 

All fimilar expreſſions, at uſe of by the 
ſame perſon, in the ſame difcourſe, muſt = 
interpreted in a ſimilar ſenſe. This is 
evident, that it needs but to be mentioned, 
in order to be admitted. And this principle | 
alone will place the meaning of Jeſus, in the 
paſſage under eee in a mee, _ 


full light. 


In verſe 54 Jeſus ſaid, Whoſo cateth my 


„e. and e hath eternal life, 


and 
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and 1 will raiſe him ub at the laſt day. But 
we know certainly, that he did not, becauſe 
he could not, here mean, that whoever 
ſhould partake of the repreſentatives of his 


body and blood, in celebrating the rite he 


afterwards inſtituted at his laſt ſupper, (ſup- 
poſing that he here ſpoke of that rite) would, 
-on account. of that performance alone, how 
proper ſoever, inherit eternal life. We 
know this, becauſe Jeſus has explicitly in- 
formed us; as one of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of his goſpel, with which every other 
muſt of neceſſity correſpond; that the aur 
1s coming, in which all that are in the graves 
(in whom are included all who ſhall have 
_ profeſſed the faith in him; all who, in con- 
ſequence of their belief in him, ſhall have 
eaten his fleſh, and drank his blood, in per- 
forming the rite he inſtituted at his laſt ſup- 
 per;) /hall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth; 
but they only that have done good, unto the 
reſurrection of life; and they that have done - 
cuil unto the rgſurrection of damnation”, - 
As therefore when Jeſus ſaid, in verſe 54, 
ROTO ES 1. aa 
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1 b Goſp. John, v. 28, 29. 
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 Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh. "my tel; 


hath eternal life ; he only meant, that this 
would then prove the caſe, when, this proper 
profeſſion of the faith in him was accom- 
panied with a ſuitable moral practice ſo, 
when he ſaid, in verſe 56, He that eateth my 


fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth' in me, 


and I in him,; he could mean no more, than 


that this union between himſelf, and thoſe 


who ſhould ſo profeſs the faith in him, 
would then take place, when, their profeſſion 
of the faith was, in like manner, EN 


with a ſuitable moral practice. 3 
And as, when Jeſus ſaid, in verſe 54, Whos 


ſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath 


eternal hfe ; he certainly did not mean, that 
eternal life would be, in any ſenſe, poſitively 
annexed to, or made conſequent upon, the 
performance of the rite he inſtituted at his 
laſt ſupper; (even ſuppoſing. him to have 
really ſpoken of that rite) ſo when he ſaid, 
in verſe 56, He that eateth my fleſh, and drink- 


ell my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him, he 
certainly could not mean, that the being 


united to Chriſt, or having Chriſt united to 
us, would be, in any ſenſe, directly annexed 


* 


SUPPLEMENT: 3 
to, or made conſequent u pon, the perform- 
ance of that rite. 5 

And the ſame concluſion is no leſs OI RY 
and neceſſary, from Jeſus's fimilar manner - 
of expreſſing himſelf in other paſſages of 
this very diſcourſe. - In verſe 40 he lays, 
| This is the will of him that ſent me, that e every 
one whach ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlaſting life; and I will raiſe him 
up at the 15 day. And again in verſe 47, 
Verity, verily, 1 ſay unto you, he that belteveth 
on me, hath everlaſting life. No one of his 
expreſſions in this diſcourſe is ſtronger than 
theſe. They are exactly fimjlar to, and me 
as unlimited as, his expreſſions, Whoſo eatelſi 
myfleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life ; and, He that eateth my fleſh; and drink- 
ein my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
And yet we know, beyond all poſſibility of 
doubt, from his fundamental declaration al- 
ready quoted from John v. 28, 29, that be- 
lief in him will not be productive of eternal 
life, unleſs. it is accompanied with a Pee” | 
regulated by the moral precepts « of the 
goſpel. 
: From 
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as (SUPPLEMENT. 
From comparing together, therefore, theſe 


5 San declarations; which, being of an ex- 


aktly ſimilar nature, and ſpoken by Jeſus i 1 


the ſame diſcourſe, and indeed almoſt imme 


diately following each other, muſt of 1 ages 
fity be interpreted in a ſimilar manner; it 
appears, that when he ſaid, He that eateth 


my fleſh, and drinketh my blood,” dwelleth in 


me, and I in him; he could not mean to de- 


clare, that the privilege of being thus united 


to him would be poſitively annexed to, or 


: made conſequent upon, the performance of 
the rite he inſtituted at his laſt ſupper; (even 


ſuppoſing that he here ſpoke of that rite) 


but only that it would be annexed to ſuch a 


profeſſion of the faith as he ſhould. require, 
accompanied with a ſuitable obedience to 


the precepts of his goſpel. 


Ihe truth is, the ſeveral Ae of 
Jeſus i in this diſcourſe relating to eating his 


Kiſh, and drinking his blood, (ſuppoſing them 


to relate to the rite he inſtituted at his laſt 
ſupper) mean juſt the ſame thing, as his va- 


rious declarations, as well on this occaſion 
as on many others, relating to believing in 
_ him. When he ſaid, verſe 54. Whoſo eateth 


8 
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my felt, and drinketh my Blood, ath- eternal 
life, and I will raiſe — up at the laſt day ; 
his meaning was exactly the fame, as When 
he ſaid, in ver. 40, This is the will of him that 
ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have everlaſting tie, 
and Þ will raiſe him up at the laſt day; and 
again in v. 47, Verily, verily, 1 fay unto you, 
| he that believeth on me, hath everlaſting lift, 
And when he ſaid, in v. 56, He that eateth 
my fleſh, an drinketh my blood, deoelleth in me, 
and I in him; his meaning was exactly ſimi- 
lar to that of St. John, when he ſays, Who- 
Joever Jhall confeſs that Jes is the Son of God, 
God duwelleth in him, and he in God ©: and if 
8 expreſſed fully, and at large, (ſuppoſing Je- 
ſus to have here ſpoken of the rite he after- 
wards inſtituted at his laſt ſupper) was no 
other than this: „When that religion which 
Jam come into the world purpoſely to 
4 eſtabliſh, ſhall be explicitly and complets- 
ly preached, whoever ſhall properly pro- 
« fefs'the faith in me; which he muſt then 
” * TOY! erb bread called wy TY "arid 
"In Ys e's, 
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e Ep. John, iv. 15. 
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32 SUPPLEMENT. 
1 Arinking vine called my blood, in cele- | 
. brating a rite which I ſhall inſtitute, and 
-  enjoin all who believe in me to celebrate; 
-< and, as muſt always be underſtood, ſhall 
_ © regulate his conduct by the precepts of 
* my goſpel; will be united to me as my 
« true diſciple, and I ſhall be united to him 
* as his Lord; and of courſe, though that 
is not mentioned, I ſhall beſtow upon him 
« all ſuch eee as are proper 


i to be conferred upon my true diſciples.” 
Jeſus proceeded, As the kinky Father hath 


ſent me, and. lite by the Father ;. ſo he that 


eatelſ me, even he ſhall live by me d. That is, 
more at large; (ſuppoſing, as before, that he 
here ſpoke of the rite in queſtion;) © As it 
* is the living, i. c. the eternal, F ather, who 
A; © hath ſent me into the world, and I derive 
« my immortality from the Father; ſo he 
* that ſhall come to profeſs the faith in me, 


£ which will require him to celebrate a rite 
I ſhall inſtitute, in which he will figura- 
„ tively eat me; (provided, as is always to 
m0 e underſtood, he hall regain his actions 
; 66 b boy W 


n 


4 Gaſp. John, vi. 57. 
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& by the precepts of my goſpel 3 ſhall 
through the terms of redemption which 
J ſhall eſtabliſh for all my aaa, ob- 
* tain the bleſſing of eternal r 
And here our Lord appears to have 
dropped his alluſions to the rite he meant 
to inſtitute at his laſt ſupper, if in the pre- 
ceding verſes he did really allude to it. For 
now, making no more mention either of 
eating his fleſh, or drinking his blood, he 
concluded his diſcourſe, with only the ſame 
general alluſion to bread, which he had 
made uſe of at the beginning of it, in verſes 
232 and 3, and again from 48 to 51; and, 
as it ſhould ſeem therefore, in the ſame 
ſenſe.— This, ſaid Jeſus, is that bread, which 
came down from heaven : not as your fathers - 
did eat manna, and are dead ; he that eateth 
of this bread ſhall lice for ever. —As if he had 
ſaid, © Thus, as I have now -repeatedly 
* informed you, (to ſpeak ſtill in the figure 
* which your objeftion to my divine au- 
“ thority, founded on Moſes's having. fed 
7 6. your fathers with bread from heaven, firſt 
55 occaſioned me to uſe ;) I am the moſt ex- 


*.ccllent bread really ſent down from hea- 
E | | 66 ven: pa 
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6 ven : not ſuch as the manna, which was 
e given to your fathers, which Wag utterly 
unable to confer upon them the.privilege 
« of being raiſed from the dead : whoever 
ſhall believe in me; and, of courſe, {ſhall 
« obey the precepts : and ordinances of my 
__ « goſpel; ſhall be raiſed hereafter to eternal 


* 


* 


| « hfe.” 


The whole of what Jofue ha now laid, of 
his being the bread which came down from hea- 

that whoever ſhould eat of that bread 
Rould live for ever ;—and of giving them. has 
fleſh to eat; and his blood to drink ; appearing 
abſurd and unintelligible to many of his fol- 
| lowers*; Jeſus, perceiving this, ſaid to them, 
Dot this offend you ? What and if ye-fhall 
er the Son of Man aſcend up where he was 
before ?*—In' other words,—* Are you of- 
e fended at me, becauſe I perſiſt in affirm- 
ing, that I really came down from hea- 
* ven, and that I will give you my fleſh 


„ to eat? The time will come, when you 


* ſhall ſee me aſcend to where I was before: 


te my PENS 88 earth, and then all 
2 . a 


** 0 we — . * . 
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e Goſp. John, vi, 60, 61.—f Ibid. ver. 62. 


SUPPLEMENT, * 


your difficulties will be removed. For 
my aſcending up to heaven will ſurely. 
1 diſpoſe. you to believe my aſſurances, 
s that I really came down from heaven; 
« and at. the ſame time convince you, that 
I cannot poſſibly have meant, by any 
ce thing 1 have row. ſaid, that I would give 
you my fleſh itſelf to eat, and my blood 
« itſelf to drink. 
To. this Jeſus added, 1 75 1 Spirit that 
quickenath, the fleſh profiteth nothing : the 
words that 1 ſpeak unto you, Uhey are ſpuri, and 
they are life *. His meaning in Which ap- 
pears plainly to be this ; © It is the ſpiritual, 
or figurative, meaning of what I have faid 
« to you, which alone can contribute to 
* * Your being. raiſed again after death; to- 
ff that privilege, my 
« fleſh itſelf, cannot t in any degree aſſiſt you: 
« all that I have now laid relating to your 
46 * cating my fleſh, muſt be interpreted i in a 
10 figurative ſenſe; and when you ſhall be 
5 4. able properly to underſtand my meaning, 
6 it in n out to you chat 9— by 
| En: 1 4 E 
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* 


* which vou may certainly obtain eternal. 


« hf,” -: = 


If in the diſcourſe high we. habe now 
gone through Jeſus did really allude to that 


ritte, which from the beginning he meant to 
inſtitute, and at length actually did inſtitute, 
at his laſt ſupper; his alluſions to it, begin- 
ning, as in that caſe it ſhould ſeem, at verſe 
58 muſt either be interpreted in the ſenſe 
in which we have now explained them; as 
_. Ggnifying no more, than that the benefits 


of eternal life are then annexed to the pro- 
feſſion of the faith in Jeſus, when it is wit- 
neſſed, as it is required by Jeſus to be, by 
partaking of the rite in queſtion; and, of 


courſe, accompanied with obedience to all 
the moral precepts of the goſpel ;—or elſe, 
the meaning of theſe declarations muſt be 
confined to their ftri& literal ſenſe, as 6 Ignl- . 


fying, that the benefits of eternal life are 


directly annexed to, or made conſequent 
upon, the performance of that rite, conſi- 
dered by itſelf, and on its on account; 


without any view to our obedience to the 
moral precepts of the goſpel.—It will not 
be withcut its uſe. therefore to. conſider, - 

what 
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what theſe declarations muſt amount Xt 4 
thus interpreted in their ftri&t literal ſenſes 
as we ſhall then be able to determine, whe- x 
ther it was even poſlible for Jeſus to have ww | 
meant to make any fuch declarations. 


V. 53: Jeſus ſaid, Verily, verily, 1 fay unto 
vou, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Mans 5 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. — 
That is, if interpreted in the manner juſt 
mentioned, © 1 declare to you in the moſt , 
« ſerious manner, that unleſs you ſhall eat 
„ what will be called my body, and dr nk 
hat will be called my blood, by joining 

in the celebration of a rite which I ſhall 
4 jinſtitute, 'you cannot ty” obtain e cter- 
* nal life.” ee 
V. 54. Whoſo ae my fleſh; id Hunke 3 
my blood hath eternal li ife, and I will raiſe 
| him up at the laſt day. Whoſoever ſhall 
eat what will be "called my body, and 
« drink what will be called my blood, in 
* celebrating that rite, will certainly obtain 
eternal life; and I will raiſe him up for . 
* that purpoſe on the day of judgment.“ 
V. 35. For my fleſi is meat indeed, and my . 
my is drink Bs For in that rite, . 
* what 
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« hich 0s 5 liek my Ke (gz be pro- 
« per food; and Nhat will be called FE: 
« | ag will be proper drin“ 
% N 66. He that, cateth my fleſh, and dra nheth © 
Cy Hood, dwelleth in me, and I in him — 
* Whoever ſhall eat what will be called my 
body, and drink what will be. called my 
« * blood, in celebrating that rite; will be 
« united to, or in union with me, and 1 
« with him; that is, he will be my.true dif: * 
7 4 ciple, and I ſhall be bis Lord! : and con- 
« ſeguently he vil be made a partaker 
all ſuch bene Tel, confer 0 wp, 
« true 1 BE 16: oe rg 1 75 
e —_— 54 he that. ry me, 
even he fall lie hy mere As Lam ſent, by 
« the Father, and derive my immor ality 
* from the Father; ſo . whoever. ſhall eat 
# what will repreſe t me, in calebrating chat 
« ! rite, ſhall inherit eternal life through me.” 
V. 58. This is that bread which came down 
jour fathers did eat man- 
na, and are dead ; lie that eateth of tus bread, 
live for ever... Thus, ina figurative 


* ſens 1 am the bread really ſent down 
EE la from 


0 
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. from heaven: not ſuch as was the manna 


„ on which your fathers fed; which leſt 
« them to die, without conferring on them 
= the privilege of being raiſed again from 
the dead: whoever ſhall eat-bread called 
„ my body, in celebrating that ri 


„ life.“ 


interpreted as being ſpoken of the rite which 
he inſtituted at his laſt ſupper, and as con« 
taining a promiſe of eternal life to be ob- 
' tained by the celebration of that rite; as di- 
rely annexed to, or made cen gen e 
the performance of it. | 


But this, it is abſolutely certain, 1 f 
be the real meaning of Jeſus, becauſe it is 
contradictory to . very fundamental doc- 
trines of the goſpel; as it makes him aſcribe 


all the benefits of ſalvation to the perform- 


ance of the ſingle rite in queſtion; Which 
the New Teſtament, from one end to the 
other, teaches us are not to be obtained, but 
1 belief! in FOI: accompanied. with a ſuit- 
| 8 able 


Z — : g 2 


« certainly be raiſed hereafter 275 are 7 


Such muſt nene how the a of 3 5 
ſus in theſe declarations, if they are to be 
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1 diſcharge of all the moral and religiow 
duties enjoined in the goſpel. 

From the fundamental principles of the | 

abs, which will not, admit of diſpute, we 

know certainly, that Jeſus could not pof- 

' Gbly mean, by verſe 59, that no one could 

inherit eternal life, who ſhould not partake 


of the rite he in lituted at his laſt ſupper; 


nor by ve ſes 54, 57, and 58, that every one 


certainly would obtain eternal | life, who 


1 partake of it; nor by verſe 56, that 
every one who ſhould: partake of it, would, 
on that account, and by virtue of that rite 

alone, be in union with him, or his true 
diſciple; ; and that he would regard every 

one who ſhould partake of it as ſuch. 

This interpretation of the paſſages ander 
n conſideration cannot, therefore, be admitted. 
And this will be {ill further evident from 
ſeveral other paſlages; which, if thoſe now. 

before us were to be interpreted in this man- 

ner, muſt be underſtood in a ſimilar man- 
ner likewiſe; but which, it is e 
certain, ought not to be ſo explained. 

On this very occaſion Jeſus ſaid, This 15 

— the will of him that fent me, that every one 

. whacis 
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which feeth the Son, and believeth on N 
abe everlaſting life ; and I will raiſe him uþ 
al the laſt day*. And again, Verily, verily, I 
..» unto you, he that believeth on me hath ever- 
laſting liſe. If the verſes from 53 to.58 are 
to be explained (ſuppoſing them to relate to 
the rite inſtituted by Jeſus at his laſt ſupper) 
as ſignifying, that ſalvation i is directly an- 
nexed to, or conſequent upon, that rite; 
they theſe two verſes, 40 and 47, delivered 
on the ſame occaſion, mult in the ſame man- 
ner be interpreted as ſignifying, that ſalva- 
tion is directly annexed to, or made conſe- 
quent upon, mere belief in Chriſt. For it is 

evident, that theſe declarations are juſt as full 
and expreſs in attributing everlaſting life to 
belief in Jeſus, without mentioning any pther 
qualification as requilite for obtaining it; as 
thoſe in queſtion are in attributing eternal 
life, in juſt the ſame manner, to the eating 
bis fleſh, and drinking his blood, without 


mentioning any other qualification. 5 


* 
un » oay/ 
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* Goſpel John vi. 40.—1 Ibid. ver. 7. 
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thou haſt ent . 
* If the declarations! in queſtion, f f rom ark | 
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b * 


| * tots iti, 14, 15, 16, 18, 36. 2 John v. . xi. 
26.—1 Mark xvi. 16.—0 F xvi. 3. 


. 


wiſe uk all the following . 
eee of Jeſus, upon other occaſions, 
be interpreted in the ſelf. ſame utterly inad- 
miſſible manner.—As Moſes lifted up the Aer. 
pent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of 
Man be lifted up; that whoſoever believeth in 
im ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life ——God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
tten Son, that whoſocver belicveth-uh 
kim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life —He that believeth on him t5 not condemns. 
-He that believei on the Son hath everlaſt- z 
ing lifes, —Perily,' verily, I ſay uno you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
ent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not 
come into condemnation, but is paſſed from 
death unto life" —Whoſoever” liveth, and be- 
: licveth in me, ſhall never die", Ie that be- 
lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be faved ",— 
This is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, the only true God, and 0 Ori 2 whom 


— — 
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oh to 88 of the ch of St. John, are to be 
interpreted as declaratory of eternal life as 
direfly annexed to, or conſequent upon, 
the partaking of the bread and wine as the 
body and blood of Chriſt, in the rite he in- 
ſtituted at his laſt Supper; it is manifeſt, 
that each of the declarations of Jeſus juſt 
recited, from other 
_ Goſpel, ' muſt be interpreted in the ſame 
manner, as declaring that eternal life is 
equally annexed: to, or conſequent upon; 
mere belief in Chriſt; or, as in one inſtance; 
mere belief joined with baptiſm ; or, — — 
another, to the mere knowledge of 4 
and of Chriſt; and thus all neceſſity roy 
obeying the moral precepts n fe dafl 
un effectually aboliſhed. Falls 
80 hkewiſe, if this mode of ate 
tion were to be admitted, all the benefits of 
ſalvation muſt be annexed to the mere att 
of conſeſſing our ſins: for St. John has de- 
chred,—/* we confeſs our fins, God is fatbht- 
ful and juſt lo forgive us our jins, and to 
1 us from all unrighteouſneſs?, ABN 


ES | ſo. 


— 5 a 1 


51 John, i. 9. 
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ſo alſo myſt: it be admitted; A Gi the 


Goſpel, ſinning is no obſtacle to ſalvation: 
for the ſame Apoſtle has declared, in ex- 


aAly the ſame manner, chat , any man fin, 
we have. an advocate with the Father, Feſus 


Chriſt the Taghteous,: den he i 15 ale ebe rep 
for our Sins d. 1 n * 
But as it is indiſputably certain, that in 
al the above declarations of our Lord, in 
which ſalvation is verbally aſeribed to be- 
lief in him, without particulariſing any ß 
other qualification, it is not intended to be 


aſcribed to belief alone; but to belief, :ac- | 
companied with that obſervance of the in- 


ſtitutions, and obedience to the precepts of 
Jeſus, which belief in him ought to pro- 
duce, and the Goſpel indiſpenſably requires; 
And as the caſe is exactly the fame with 


| the declarations of St. John, relating to the 


confeſſion of our ſins, the propitiation of „ 


Chriſt, and any other of a ſimilar nature; — 


ſo in each of thoſe declarations of Jeſus, 


recorded by St. John, in which eternal life 5 
18 8 to 2 who ſhould eat his fleſh, 


9s and 


Fd 


4 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
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ane drink his blood ;—and denied to thoſe 
who ſhould not eat his fleſh; and drink his 
blood*; and in which it is declared, that 
they who ſhould eat his fleſh, and drink his 
blood, would dwell, i. e. continue, in him, 
and he in them · —it is no leſs certain, (ſup- 
poſing that they relate to the rite he inſti- 
tuted at his laſt ſupper;) that eternal life, 
and the being united to Chriſt, and having 
Chriſt united to us, is not meant to be Pro- 
miſed to thoſe who ſhould: perform this rite, 
or denied to thoſe who ſhould not perform 
it, as a benefit annexed to, or made conſe- 
quent upon, the performance of this rite; 
but as annexed to the faith in Jeſus, when 
properly profeſſed by a due obſervance of 
his inſtitutions; and accompanied, (as is in 
every inſtance implied) with a moral prac- 
tice e the POR -of his Gof- | 
: Þ ma! = 
ho FS it appears, chat wiher Jeſus . 
ſaid ,—Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and 'drinketh my 
| blood, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe im 
: _ thelaſt n that eateth my fleſh, and 
 drink- 
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John vi. 54, 57, 58.—Ibid. d 36 
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Irenketh my bldou, dwelleth, i. e. contiguech, 

| in me, and I in him e that eateth me, 
even he ſhall live by me his meaning was 

virtually, and ſubſtantially, juſt the ſame, 
as when. 92 hkewiſe laid 1 75 this "ey, oe 
| aa ch th the Got a | 
en eim, may have everlaſting liſe. and 1 will 
raiſe him up. at. the laſt day :-—And, Verity, 
verily, ' ſay unto yuu, he that belicveth on me 
hath everlaſting life :*—arid juſt the ſame 
likewiſe as in each of thoſe. other decla- 
rations already quoted in page 42. In 
each of theſe declarations the meaning of 
Jeſus was ſubſtantially juſt the ſame: and 
That as Hot that eternal life'was to be ob- 
tained; or an union with Chriſt, as his true 
Aiſeiples, to be formed; either 
in him, conſidered alone; or by nei 

_ fleſh, or drinking his blood, conſidered | 
alone but, by belief in him, properly 
4 profeſſed, By the perlormance of ſuch Or- 
dinances as he ſhould enjoin; and 'accom- 
en (as halo * by a Tſultable 


| obe- | 
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eIchn vi. 54, 56, 57.— John vi. 40, 47. 
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| obedience to all the moral precepts of his Y 
5 Goſpel. 88 85 
If the prineiples we have now ud 
from be true, and the-manner in which we 
have argued from them juſt, it follows, 
That ſuppoſing our Saviour to have ſpoken 
of the rite he inſtituted at his laſt Tupper, 
in his converſation with the Jews in the 
ſynagogue of Capernaum ; no doctrine 
whatever, relating to any benefits conſidered 
as annexed to, or made conſequent upon, 
the performance of that rite, can be juſtly 
founded upon any part of what was ſaid by 
our Lord upon that occaſion. And more 
eſpecially i it follows, that nothing contained 
in that diſcourſe can prove, that the aſ- 
ſiſtances of the Spirit are directly annexed to 
the participation of the Lord's Supper; 
and much leſs any ſuch aſſiſtances of the 
| Spirit, as would render the pardon of fin a 
benefit conſequent upon the performance 
oX that Rite. „ 
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